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There were on the Prairie about forty farms cultivated along
under the bluffs where the soil was first rate, and enclosed in one
common field, and the boundaries generally between them marked
by a road that afforded them ingress and egress to their fields; the
plantations running from the bluffs to the Mississippi, or to the
slough of St. Freole, and from three to five arpents wide. The
owners did not generally live immediately on their farms, but
clustered together in little villages near their front, and
were much the same deseription of inhabitants as those of Green
Bay, except that there were a number of families of French ex-
traction, entirely unmixed with the natives, who came from the
French villages of Tllinois. The farmers’ wives instead of being
of the Indian tribes about, were generally of the mixed blood.—
They were living in Arcadian simplicity, spending a great part of
their time in fishing, hunting, horse racing or trotting, or in dane-
ing and drinking. They had little or no ambition for progress
and improvement, or in any way bettering their condition, pro-
vided their necessities were supplied, and they could often collect
together and dance and frolic. With these wants gratifid, they
were perfectly satisfied to continue in the same routine and habits
of their forefathers before them. They had no aristoeracy among
them except the traders, who were regarded as a privileged class.

It was said, that about 1809 or 1810, a trader, an Irishman by
birth, of the name of Campbell, was appointed by the U. S. gov-
ernment sub-Indian agent at Prairie du Chien, and by the Gov-
ernor of the Territory of Illinois a Justice of the Peace. The
currency of Prairie du Chien was at that time flour, and Camp-
bell charged for celebrating the rites of matrimony 100 pounds
of flour, and for dissolving it 200 pounds, alleging that when peo-
ple wanted to get unmarried, they would willingly give double
what they would originally to form the matrimonial connection.

In speaking of the courts of justice of the country, and of their
county seats, Mr. Brisbois related to me, that sometime previous
to the war of 1812, he and Mr. Campbell had a dispute about a
heifer that was worth at the time perhaps eight dollars; and as



